WHAT    THE    PEOPLE    DID    NOT    KNOW

understood from first-hand how far the merits of the
Spanish people could go, and why they should have come
to the help of a magnificent people defending a just
cause.

Those organs among the foreign press which had
Nationalist sympathies did much to create the impression
that we were "Reds," but the democratic foreign press
was as much to blame, for it kept up an inexplicable
reserve on the subject, and save for one or two honourable
exceptions it remained silent on most occasions, in spite of
violent attacks by the reactionaries.

As for our own Spanish Republican Press, its work
during the war was pretty inefficient, but this was not
wholly the fault of the parties and organisations which it
represented. No. Its work was ineffective and sometimes
harmful because a ruling and intelligent organism did not
exist, which might have helped it to influence public
opinion. Directions ought to have been given from the
office of the Prime Minister, not only on his War Policy,
but also about international politics. It is obvious,
however, that the Prime Minister could not give what he
had not got. And how could the Press be expected to
inspire unity for our campaign when there was no real
plan, no firm policy of our Government for winning the
war? How could the Government give pointers to the
Press in the matter of international politics when the
Government itself lacked the necessary judgment? In one
word, how could it suggest any policy which might have
resulted from a little intelligent work and foresight when it

83                                     o